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Of the Holy Trinity, 
NN IRST we teach ind believe, with one Conſent, according to 


Ks 4 the Concilium Nicenum ; That there is one only Divine 
Sa FAA Being, which is named, and truly is, Gov. Yet in this 
N one Bieine Being there are Three Perſons, equal in Power, 
e and co eternal, God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghoſt z All Three one Divine Being; which is eternal, without 
Parts, without End, of immenſe Power, Wiſdom and Geodneſs; 
Maker and Preſerver, of all Things, both viſible and inviſible. By the 
Word Perſon is not underſtood a Piece, nor one Property exiſting in 
another, but one who ſubſiſts by himſelf; which Word is uſed of the 
Fatbers in the ſame Way and Meaning. a 
Therefore, we reject all Hereticks teaching the Contrary, as the 
Maniobæi, which taught that there are two Gods, the One as the Author 
of all what is Good, and the other the Offspring of all Evil. em. We 


reject the Valentineans, Arrians, Eunomians, Mabometiſts, and all that hold 


to their Errors, as the Samoſateni old and new ones, ſuppoſing that there 
is but one Perſon, making of the Werd, and the Ghoſt, ſophiſtical 
Perverſions, faying, that theſe two, are not two Perſons; hut that 
mentionirig Word, did only vi a bodily Word, or Voice; ind that 
the Holy Ghoft was but a created Metion in the Creature. 


Nai . 
be Original Sin. 


It is taught amongſt us, that ſince the Fall of Adam, all Men naturally 
—— tg Boe conceived and born in Sin, that is, they from the very 

Tomb, are full of evil Luſts and Inclinations; and have by Nature, 
no true Fear of God, nor true Faith in God ; neither can they have: 
Alſo this innate Diſeaſe or Original Sin, is truly Sin, and condemns 
under God's eternal Wrath, all ſuch who are not born again through Water 
and the Holy Ghoſt. Therefore we f̃eject the Error of the Pelageaut, 
another Sect holding, that Original Sin is no Sin, making thereby Nature 
pom 2 natural Power, to the Reproach of the Sufferings and Merit 
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Of Ubriſt's Incarnation, and his Atonement. 


We alſo teach, that God the Son became Man born of the pure Virgin 
Mary : And chat the two Natures," the Divirle and Human in oe Perſon, 
being inſeparably united, are one Chriſt, who is true God ant Man, 
who was truly born, ſuffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to the 
End that he might be a Sacrifice, not only for Original Sin, but alſo for 
all other Sins, and appeaſe God's Wrath. 
em. That the Ee Chit, deſcended into? Holl, and [ob the third 
Day truly arofe from the Dead ; and aſcended into Heaven, fitting at 
the right Hand of God, that be may reign for ever over all Creatures, 
and govern them; chat he through the Holy Ghoſt, may ſanctify, 


purify, ſtrengthen and' comfort all who believe on him; and gives them 


Life, and imparts to them manifold. Gifts and good Things; protecting 
and defending them againſt the Devil and Sin : Alſo that the fame, Eord 
Jeſus Chriſt will at laſt come openly to judge rue and n Denn, | 
Ear tethe REED (Sund. Apeſt. ) 
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e ite by, Faith, uy 
"We allo teach; that we cannot attain Forgivpeſs of i jon, 
neſs before. God through our Merit, Work. or Satisfaction but that we 
obtain Pardon of Sins, and are made righteous before God, out of Grace 
for Chriſt's Sake, through Faith, whereby we believe, that. Chriſt, hath 
ſufferedi for us, and that for his Soke,. Sin is: forgiven. us, and Righteouſ- 
neſs and eternal Life, .beſtowed upon us -; for it is this Faith, which 
God will account and impute en before him, as Paul 
ſays, Rom. iii. and ver. 4. 


ARTICLE v. 


of the Miniſters of thi Gaſpel, or of the Preaching of the Goſpel. 
* the attaining of ſuch Faith, God hath. inſtituted. the Office of a 
Preacher hath given the G >0ſpel and the Sacraments, whereby as through 
Means, he gives the holy Spirit: Which Goſpel teaches, that we through 
the Merit of Chriſt, not through. our own Merit, have a propitious 


# 


| God, if ſo be, that we believe it. Therefore are rejected, the, Anabaptiſts 


and "others, who teach, that we obtain the holy Spirit, without the 
2 Word of the e 5 our own FRA, Thoughts and 
orks. 


ARTICLE VI. 


SSS An Aa _ 


DOE I or =n-<c< ©5 


& 


ae. 


L WJ 
ARTICLE! VI. 


| 07 good Works following Faith: 


We further teach, that even ſuch Faith ſhall bring forth cod Fruits, 
and good Works; and that a Man muſt do all Kinds of good Works, 
which God hath commanded, for God's Sake; but muſt not truſt in 
ſuch Works, to merit Grace before God thereby ; for we receive For- 
givneſs. of Sins and Righteouſneſs, through Faith in Chriſt; as Chriſt 
himſelf ſpeaks, ben ye have done all, ay wpe are wrpr ofitable Servants. 
Ambroſe-!ſays; that the' Fathers each; God hath determined, that 
whoſoever believeth in Chriſt, ſhall be ſaved ; and not chrough Works, 
but only through Faith, without Merit, hath. the Forgivneſs of Sins. 


ARTICLE VIL 


3 | Of the Chriſtian Church, | e 
We 0 ' that: there is, and at all Wem 4 holy 
Chriſtian Church, which is the Aſſembly of all Believers : in which the 
Goſpel is preached purely, and the holy Sacraments adminiſtred ly. 
to the Goſpel . For this is enough towards true Unity of the Chriſtian: 
Churches, that they be unanimous in hearing, in preaching the Goſpel- 
according to its pure Senſe, and adminiſtring the Sacraments, according: 
to the Word of God]; nor is it neceſſary to true Union, of the Chriſtian 
Churches, that every where uniform Ceremonies, which are eſtabliſhed 
by Men, ſhould be held, as. Paul ſays, Epb. iv. One Body, one Spirit, 
49 ye are called, in one Hops of An _—_ One Win one Faith, one. 
Balu. 1041081 PISQOTC 21 Y 9 
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In th e are good and bad Ones among} one another. 

Ttem, Although the Chriſtian Church, is properly nothing elſe, 

the Aſſembly of. all Believers and Saints, yet ſince in this Life many falſe 

Chriſtians, and Hypocrites; yea open Sinners, remain amidſt the Godly, 
| the Sacraments are notwithſtanding valid, although the Prieſts by whom 
| they are adminiſtred, he not pious, as Chriſt himſelf has intimated, The 
| . Phariſees /t in Moſes Seat, &c. The Donatiſts therefore, and all who 
hold otherwiſe, are rejected. 


ARTICLE N. 


O the. holy Baptiſm. * 
Concernin gBaptiſm, we teach, that it is neceſſary z and that through it;. 
Grace is offered. That Children alſo GG: to be boptized, who rough 
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fuch Baptiſm, are delivered "into God, and become vleafing to him. 
Therefore we reje& the . reaching, t that the Baptiſm of Infants 
4s unbecoming. * ä 
of the 1271 Supper. 
Concerving the Lord? s Supper, we teach thus, that the true Body and 
Blood of Chriſt are really preſent in the Lord's Supper, with the viſible 


Bread and Wine; and are there imparted on ee Therefore we 
W 1 | 5 


ARTICLE XI. 


Of Confe Mon, or Abſolution. 


Of Confeſſion and Abſolution, we teach, that private Abſolution 
mould be kept up in the Church, and not let. drop. Although in Con- 
feſſion, there is no Neceſſity to recount all Miſdeeds and Sins, ſince this is 
alſo polite. Hſal. xix. Who can tell bow oft be N. F 


ARTICLE * 

| 1 Of Repentance. | | 3 

| Conceroing Repentance, - it is taught, that thoſe who hows Goned * 
Baptiſm, when they come to Repentance, may obtain Remiſſion of Sin, 
and Abſolution ſhall not be refuſed them by the Church, when they do 


repent. Now true and right Repentance is properly Sorrow and Grief, 


or to be in Terror on Account. of Sin; and yet, on the other Hand, 'to 


believe in the Goſpel and Abſolution, that Sin is forgiven, and Grace 
purchaſed, through Jeſus Chriſt ; which .Faith, does again comfort and 
pacify the Heart. Afterwards, Amendment ſhould alſo follow, and that 
a Man leave off from Sin; for this ſhould be the Fruits of Eren. 
as Jobn ſays, Mat. wi. Bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. © 

Here they are oppoſed and rejected, who teach,” that thoſe who have 
once been pious, cannot any more fall: Alſo are rejected the Novations, 
who denied Abſolution to ſuch who had ſinned after Baptiſm. 

Item. They are rejected, who do not teach, that one obtains Remi 
fion of Sin through Faith, but through our making Compenſation. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
Of the Uſe of tbe Sacraments. 


We teach of the Uſe of the Sacraments; that they were inſtituted, 
not only to be Marks, whereby C hriſtians may outwardly be known, 
| bur 
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E71 
but that they are Marks and Teſtiwonies of the Divine Will towards us, 
to the r ſtenthening of our Faith thereby. Wherefore 


they alſo require Faith, and are then irightly uſed, when one 2 
Winne, 0% piles 119 


A. RTI. LE: NIV. 


Of the Church Governnient, er Regulations. 


Concerning Church Government, we teach, that without a lawful Call,_ 
no one ſhall publickly teach or. preach, ar admiviſter the Sacraments. 


AR TECLE\ XV. 


Of the Church Ordinances made by. Mer. 


Wo teach thereof, that thoſe ſhould be kept, which can be ke pt with 
out Sin, and which ſerve unto; Peace; and good Order in the Church, 
as.certain Holidays, ; Feſtivals, and the like; but we inſtruct at the ſame 
Time, that | the Conſcience muſf not be burdened there with, as if ſuch 
Things were neceſſary to Salvation. For touching this, it is taught, 
that all Ordinances and Traditions made by Men to that End, ta recon- 
cile God, and merit Grace thereby, are contrary to the Goſpel, and to 
the Doctrine of Faith in Chriſt; ſuch as the Promiſes in the Cloiſters, 
and other Inſtitutions! of the Difference of Meats, and Days, Sc. in 
Hopes of purchaſing Grace thereby, and to ſatisfy for Sin, are unbe- 
n Seer and againſt the Gofpel. 


ARTLIELE. XVI. 


of vil Government... 


"Concerning Gre and ſecular Government, we e teach, that alt Ma-. 
iter in the World, and ſettled Governments, Laws, and good Order, 
were created and inſtituted by God; and that Chriſtians may, without 
Sin, bear the Office of Rulers, Princes and Judges; and may, agreeable 
to imperial Statutes in uſe, decide Caſes, and pronounce Judgment, may 
puniſh! evil Dt h the Sword, carry on juſt Wars and Fights, Alſo, 
Chriſtians may. buy and ſell, take an impoſed Oath, have Poſſeſſions, 
live in holy Wedlock, c. Here is rejected, the Opinion of the Anabaptiſts, 
teaching, that none of the above mentioned Things are conſiſting with 
the Characters of a Chriſtian. Alſo we reject, that Notion of Chriſtian 
Perfection of them which ſay, that bodily leaving of Houſe and Home, 
Wife and Children, and diveſting ones ſelf, of the forementioned Parti- 
culars, is the Chuan Perfection. To which we Anſwer, this alone is 
the right Perfection, the true Fear of Gad, and true Faith in God; for 
the Goſpel doth not incultate an outward and tewporal, but an. inward _ 

eter 
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eternal Situation, (Being) and Rightouſneſs of the Heart; and does 
not overturn ſecular Rule and Government, nor Marriage + But requires, 


chat we account all this as the ral Ordinance of God, and ini ſuch States, 


each according to his- Vocktioh; ſhe forth Chriſtian Charity, and right 
good Works. Therefore it is the Duty of Chriſtians, to be ſubject to 
the Magiſtracy, and obedient to Its Commands, in every Thing that 


can be done without Sin; ſor if indeed the Magiſtrate's Command can- 


not be done without Sin, one mult obey God rather than Man, A#s iv. 
"ws 7 1JTWELRB TI 3 eiii SW 13 Von Fats. / 
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Of he laſt Falgnem. 
We alſo teach, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will at the laſt Day come to 


| Judgment, and will raiſe up all the Dead. To the Elect, and to Be- 


hevers,] he will give eternal Life, and everlaſting Joy: But wicked Men, 
and Devils, he will condemm te Hell, and everlaſting Puniſtiment. 
Therefore are fjected; the Es, holding, thut the Devils and 
dathied Men, ſhall net hive ererhal Pain and Anguiſh:' Alle wore 
Atioſ- Jadaical Doctrines, (raiſing alſo now) thiat Before the Reſurrecti 

A the Dead, the Saints and Godly, ſbalt have a worldly Kingdom, and 
Mall extirpate/all the'Upgodly. © en, 
14 010 £43 | | 0 9011135900t ac 
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| 3 Of free-Will.... Pee I (16220 nn |. uimo 
Concerning free Will, it is taught, that Man has in ſome Meaſure, a 
free Will, to live honeſt outwardly, and to chuſe thoſe Things, which 
Reaſon comprehends. But without Grace,. Help, and Operation of the 
holy Spirit, Man is not able to be pleaſing to God, heartily to fear God, 
tolove or to believe in him, or to caft away out of the Heart, the innate 
evil Nuſts; but ſuch Things are effected through the holy Spirit, which 
is given: through God's Word: For Paul ſays, 1 Cor. ti. The natural 
Man recei veib not the Things of the Spirit of God: And that it may be 
known, that herein we teach nothing new, thefe are clear Words of the 
forementioned Father Auguſtin, Hypognotiks, Bock III. We acknowledge, 
that there is in all Men a free Wilt ; for they all have & natural implaned 
Underſtanding and Reaſon : Not that rhey are able to tranſact ; bor lf 
ly 


4 448 916 4 41 


with God, as from the Heart to love God, and to fear him; but on 
in external Works of this Life, they have Liberty to chuſe Good or Bad. 
The Good I mean, which Nature is able to do; as to work in the Field, 
or not, to eat, to drink, to go to a Friend, or not, to put on or put 
of a Garment, to build, to take a Wife, to follow a Trade, and to dd 
"ſuch like Things, Which are profitable and Good: All which, however 
is not, neither ſubſiſts without God, but all is from him ard. through 
579 | ham. 
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mand Onthe othes Hand, Man cun alſo, out of his own Clidice, enterprize 
r e Or Idol, to commit Murder, Au. 
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Concerning the: Cauſe of din, it is taught among bs, chat achough 
God Almighty: Created and upholds all Nature ; yet the perverſe Will 
doth work Sin in all Who are n ſuch as 
he Will ef the Devil, apd.of all 4he Ungodly, who, as Gr 
dem his E ad, gutged himſelf from Good unto Evil, as Chriſt ſpoaks, 
Jabs vii. 7 Deu. auben be pala a Tye, S ee * 
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1 "Hs gh th anll one | Works, ie ht Poll . 
"nab the hey Oe a pe bly Hamed, tat, LF 81 "Ie; ;. for 
in our he os ofthe 2 Wh er and 9 oaks .we demonſrars 
that we give needful and 7 5 8 xhortations of hs 
orks, whereof in old Times little has been ma 
But they did rather 9224 oy force in a childiſh: 8 in "all (their 
8 5 upon, neccffüry Works, Jo f heb Tee vice A Ye? aints 
to h f Monk, Pilgrim Himee . fi fuch 
boaſt o much. now, as ſome 1200 paſt {lands 
beak of Faith, : whereof they did not 8 ne . 
„But no they, teach, that we are jultified before od thro 
Ye, VT GIA Fake Jeſus, to it, ee f 
n . can bring more e 
w,. foralm of Fath, es kran at in 
e had "a; 10 long, a Time not been inſiſted 2 05 . 5 | 
been pr 


t ; be denied, but the Doctrine of good Works hath 
Ru: where, ) our Preachers hath giyen the followin loving Explanation about it. 


Firſt, - 12 our Wot FE by Ahle tc reconcile_-us, with Gpd, and 
ure race. Hu effected anly theo . hen one 
ieves, that our ns we Hon ven. us for Chriſt's who. 9217 is the 


0 Wert to — us to God. Whoey er now 10 e pokes, that he can, 
157 ee lich this, and merit Wan be, * es 760555 
535 ee f his . to God, qontrary to the S 2 is Doctrit 

ol th ohe V7 na c addy. treated of by. Iaul, in. di ad Een 
ticular! Ir, in Ep} * Grace, wwe are {qued, c. Joy, that here 
new Senſc : £5 is int Ae my . aft of (lagubine, Is 
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bid 
210 5190 1 


as 


Ne a 7 


. 
| 
| 
. 
| 


Life; others have invented other Works, Whereb 
fatisfy for Sin. Many of theſe have experienc 
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Hiſtorics 48 the Devils atfo Have: Further it is taeg tt. thir g66 
ill abt dee e HB tarot. Mud tf Ti them to meljt Grace 
thereby, but for God's Sake, and to the Praj Praife'of God; Jet Faith doth. 
| 1321575 r 10, hold of Grace and Forgiveneſs of Sin.” And finte through 


en himſelf by his 'own human Powers alone. 
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| FR the anclent Tieniſe 925 urin 69) Linrs, Lees chbeg es Nou 
although this Doctrine is much deſpiſed by people, who-haveexperienced 
no inward Trial; yet it is found, that to poor ang. and frighted Conſciences, 


it is very comfortable ard! wholeſome): F 


Conſcience cannot come 


to reſt and Peace through Works, through Faith, When it 
. 


certainly concludes within itlelk, that 8 Sake it hath a gracious 
God; as Paul ſays, Nom. V. Being juſtified” by Faith ue babe Płace 
with Cod. This comfort has in former Times not beet inculcated in 
Preaching ; but the poot Conſtienoes were put upon their own Works : 
Ahd vr! Works iere underräken. For ſome” wer®'Uriven: by Con. 
edence into Cloiſters, in hopes e Grace hett . vy l. Monaſtie 
von it Grace and 


"y that thereby a Man 

arrives not at Peace > Therefore keg W cy to preach this 

Doctrine of Faith in Chriſt, and dib Nh r ſear Men 8 7 
12 ay hold ;0n, Gad 

Grate.” Hett we make 115 N = 1 0 cht 9751 C 

Rnowledpe” which *t 1 ele Heviſd ant Wicke 0 res alſs 

beſie vł the Hiſtory ff, that Chritt fo 1221 Andr raiſed 125 che Dead; but 

we ſpeak of that true Faith which Gelieyes, har we though Chriſt; do 
Kae e atid the Forgiveneſs of Sig; ahd he, ho knows that tire 
as a5 ICT) calls notupon hich, Jak is $ wirk6Ut God, ishke 

the U 2 ef: Forth Devil and the Wicked Ho not: b&ieve This Atick 

5 Ooain of Sin; und . OT Are at Entnity with God, 


| upon him, nor "be — Good from him; Wherefore, 
E this,” if the 2 peaks of Faith, calls not Pa that 


Name ſuch a Knowledge 8 05 Wies Men have; 
A, That Faith is, not oh 2 
7 but to be by dence to rds Goc of receiving 
Rik * HR Agb, Mo puts us in chat dee are to 9 — 
tand Falk in the Scripture Meaning, ſo 9 78 cer towards 
God, that he is gracious unte us, ald hot ſuch K nOedge only d 


Faith: the Holy Ghoſt is given, thus alſ6 the Heart is made fit to do 


good Works; pg before that it is fo long withour"the holy Spirit, it is 


too weak ; and beſides, it is in the Power of the Devil, wiio compels 
poor human, Nature to many Sins; as we fee of tlie Philo ets, who 


.. undertook to hve honeſtly and vnblamably, „Vet have not accom pliſhed 
it, but have fallen into many great” and open dias. So it goes ach that 


Man who is without the true F aith, and without the holy 1 and 
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hesse the Doctfine &: Paith — be ceprbached, as if it did 
forbid good Warks;dbutbrathevito) be recommended, fer that t ; 
to! den good Works and offers help:whereby. one may obtain page 
Works»: For without) Faith, and witheut Chriſt, the human as and 
Ability” is by. far tod weak todo good Works 06 to cal upon God, to 
have Patience in Sufferings, to love one's Neighbour, ; diligently to dil- 
charge-Offices intruſted to us, to be obedient, to avoid evil Luſts. Such 
high and right Works cannot be done without the Help of: Chtiſt, as he 
N e Jobn vi. Without me qu can do Er 37 
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Concerning the W /orfhip of Dk 


Our People teach thus, that we ought to think of, or on Saints, in order 
tocſttengthen out Faith, ben we ee how Grace was ; W them, 
and, haw they were helped thrgügh, Faith, eg ſo we m 5 Example 
fron! their god Wor ks, cach according his Cain. For Inſtance, 
your Imperial Majeſty, may, well take "the Example of King Dauid to 
follow him in fighting Againſt the T; ur; fon you. ſtand in the ſame 7 — 
to protect your, Subyetts,q, But it cannot 1 by Scripture, 

a Man ſhall call upon the, Saints, or ſeck help Fan for 
but one 20nly Atener 99725 Mediator,,appointed, between God and 5 
Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Tim. ii. 1-,the Sgriour, the only High Prieft, the 


Mercy Seat, and —— Ak God, Rom. vii. And = alone has © | 


ken TS that he will heat qur Prayer: This allo is che higheſt Worſhip, _ 
according to the Scripture,” that a Man from the Heart ſeek to and call 
upon this ſame. Jeſus Ohriſtꝭ in alþ Needs and Concerns. If any Man ſin, 


92. ü 408 $4042 an ee the Father, Jaſus Chriſt." the 
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(This. in pretty negt the Whole, of the. Doctrine which, we reach ans | 
in our Churches, to inſtruct and comfort the Conſcienes, andi to 
edifythe Faithſul, ſince v would: not chuſg d bring our Souls and Bo 
dies into thel bigheſt, and gresteſt Danger before God, by Abyſing and 
pr ophaniug neee of God; or te cf te dr Children, - 
a: Docttine not eee oi God, and he 
Chriſtian Truth, as an Inh Wray $113 Sci er Rrfls 27 MY [7 


ya, is Of againſt ee ee and eneh che Wee Chyrch,, {on 
i2-canbe-&videnced.cby. ther /nrings of the Fathers.) We preſume, t 

our ANtdganilts havent. Reaſon, at all to quatre] with us about chæ aboye-, 
chenfioned XXI Arzicles. | Thersfore, we think, that thoſe holding, us 
as Seporatifts and Hereticks,, act, and. do, entigely, ainkindly. impudently, 
and àgainſt all —— Unity and Love, which allo rejed and, 5 
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nah Reaſon-of che Word of: Goc Rn! n 
r r A V/ boos. (ici 
Whereasmow . Unrraſdnableneſs, oriWantin out:DoRtioeg; cah be 
found withe fundamental Articles/y.ard theſerour!Cooftflions;] arc: 
and Christian, The Biſhops oupht to ufr mor Nika fn altho' here 
is forme Want of the T#ddjtichs among us, che wethapei to be able 0 
give convincing Reaſons for, why: amongſt: us, 1 1 
Abuſes er > 211), dee ee 20 ee £2110 e bog: 
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Sites POT hens ww the 'Catholi”” GhtiftahChiweh;-vur. only ſome Abuſes 
are 0 „ Whick Wetefnvehy e ite df ererp inf and "are partly eſtabk⸗ 
ſhed by V lence 2) Therefore, it will be tiectffary; to vd alf ah Ac. 
cont em and to ave 1 Why they have undergohe an Alte- 
72 to ew your' 0 Majeſty, that there has beef nothing done 
by ts mnipydettly,' ot in an 'Unchriſtian- Manner p borithat we ares, by che 
Word of Gd, (which ie to be eltecrnecd higher than fl: Cuſtoms or Tu. 
ditions) es W backt Rkerargos J WIN WM MO ene 
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8 ng N ent Of the | te Kinds, af Coco. alert; 10 04 

Urits Chr we ditfibure the"Sacratfient- under che two Kind, 
Reaſon of its being an expreſs 2 Precept, or Command, of Cbriſt 
to do; Mai. xxvi.'2 27 Drink ye-all of "it. Hee Chat commands that 
they thalf drink all of the Cup. And beer that N- Body may 

| hoy t to Explain theſe Words n a wrong dene, as if the Cup did b 
| e Prieſt vnly, the Apeſtie Paal Thews,” Cor. xi. than the whole 
Church at Corinth, did fScewe the Sacintnent undeß bo Kinde r And 
tkis Cuſtorm cid remain à long Time in the Olureb, wich caq be ptqe'd 
by the Hiſtory and Wiritings of che- Fathers. Oypriamus mentions in ſeve⸗ 
ral Places, that in his Time the Cup hat been given .co:the Laymen, 
Alſo Hieronymus fays; that the Prieſts gave the Blood of Chriſt unto the 
People. In the fame Manner commands the- Pope Gclaſus not to ſepas 
rate the Sacrament. And by all theſe,” there is' no Canon found, intimating 
to receive only one Kind of the Sacrament.” Likewiſe, no body knows 
_ at what Time, and by whom this Cuſtem (to receive" only one 3 

is introduced ; tho' the Catdinaft mentions at What Fime it was appr 


ved of being abrogated.” 9 char al fuck: Cuſtetas, 
introduced 


+ —_ .. ” 6 8 oo YT 
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| * 1. Now;y'iwhether it ĩs in the Peer obMan; without an eſpecikl 


did confeſs rhemſelves. 'T hete ores fince-tho Word andCommand G88, 


Promiſe of Celaroiencey abdciriclegidy: 


Vlad 100 di ei DIA - Zu een On gu 0 Which 
| e 


n. tie Word of ed end the old C anom. wa d 
fore not allowed to burden, force, NN eee of fuch 
that deſired to receive the Sacniment; Accord 0 Ohriſt's Inftivactois, 
but to xvfuſe it ty them oni ruty to: Chriſt's Ordinaricer N Atid ſince! the 
Separatibn uf he / Sacraments is or th Chriſt's Ordinance; weallo - 
wade an Ehdtorhe 9 bene, with cho Sanne — Och 
13 1M (17. e een en 109 ber 1 5 
2490 Wohle 4 R T 1 Q: L. E XIII. dur £95355 ct: "ad 
ks , 
eJnu beRht9)oi at vol tbe\Mayrigge of the. Frist, ec peas wr * 
There bath been [univerſal Complaints ofi all- Men, of lowaniDhigh - 
Extra@idn 1h the World, © againft. the great Unchaſtneſs ahd-Diffoluteno& 
of! the Ptieſtt; which! . not; the Gift of Contiuence ; and ſuch abomi- 
nable Crimes did riſe up to the higheſt Degree: Nou, to prevent ſuch 
8 abommable Scandab, Auultery, and dther Unchaſtneſ, 
our Priefts dic mariy 3 ch Neaſon for it, that: they have 
fon — and neceſſitated, by the ſtrong urꝑing / of cheirLonſciences, 
fince the Scripture teaches, that Matrimmy ibroidamed h Gradhy':ig. 
you event Unchaſtneſs, a5 Pan/iſays,, To pnevent Fornication, lit tuem one 
hinawn Wife.. Itom. It 5s better: to marty, tan e burn; And as 
Chridt! ſairhp:they don't; all comprehend the Word — 
inimntes; (whe ſant h) woll; wiiat Man is) that there are but few | 
che Git of Gontinenae: For God drented one Man and ons Woman, 


, through our ownUndertaking and romiſeſ to alter, change, 

/makeiche Drearurek of the moſt n Sod bitter, id is cvidenced:by. | 
Sa ce too clear! For, what! good, Boneſt, chaſte Life, what. 
Side and bangt Cotverſariotdt followifuoti Undertakings/by many? 
Wm abotninahlei tand terrible Noiſey and! what grievous Ferment upon 
their dying Hour, many felt in their Contulerice, :tisiovidentzc and many 


that ube Prick und Deagons haue been enen of 1 Tink: W. 


4 Bifbap ben mt d Hamelefs, the Haſbund ne r. We knom 
that in Germany, fitſt 400. Yeats, the Prieſts have Been forued to. this 


divorced, which all and every one 
reſiſted ſo ſtrongly and hot, that an Arc of Mantæ, 22 — 
this mem Command of the Fope, was killed by a Mob uf the 
hole Clergy : Which Interdict was undertaken! in ſuch a bhaſty und 
impudent Manner, that the Hope i that Fine. not only forbid the 
future Marriages of the | T0 but even he!divorced "the-Matrimonies. 
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. 
dee already Contracted; Which is hot ibaly 2gainftfalluivia 
and natural Laws,” but alſo inttrehy againſt, tho Cdnans' (made by Popes 
e and the moſt hetable Gon cia. % Lolo biaers 
It hat been no leſs obſerved b maoy high nated; ꝓioue, and pru- 
dene M ;::thit: ſuchſ forced: Cehbagy, and the-bereaving bf the matri- 


monial (whiCh» hy God:1s-0rdaindll and leſtꝰ free bychum) never 
ora any Good, but rather many great and heavy Vices, with much 


neſs. A certain Popt himſelf, bid. Pious II. as his Hiſtory ſhews, 


hath had often Occaſion to ſay theſe Words, i 
There may be ſoine" Nad, Wky the: N atrimony is interdicted unto 
theiClergy 3| but we abe mucht higther,) gteuter and irmportanter Caules, 
40 iet chem dave, und eHHονãð the Liberty to marry! e This: Pope, as 
* aud ſkilful Man, hath had, without Doubt, great Reaſons to ſay 
o. Therefore; wechãve the Confidence, with the greateſt Submiſſion to 
your Imperial Majefty, as a Chriſtian and moſt glorious E or 
conſider: molt graviouſly, that in theſe laſt Times, i whereof the S 
admonlſherh; mr Works: gro from Time to Pime worſe, and Man- 
kind more corrupted and N]π,Nmq r-. 2 09090 2147 1138 2115 9208! 
+2 Inwillibe no leſs necæſſary, meedful,-and' Chriftian like} to male uſe of 
tis Conſideration that if Matrimony is forbidden, worſe and more 
-abdmitiable Unchaſtneſs and Vioes may incteaſe i Gerimany iz! For no 


Body can! by any Means äker; on /ordim theſe T hing moreswiſe and 


better / chan: God himiſelf habing inſtituteſ Matrimony to help human 
Frailty, and a avoid Jachaſtnefs And:thisis alſo intimated by the oll 
Canots. The Nigour di Ordmances muſt be indulged, by mof 
human Weakneſs, and to prevent #-greater Evil Andie will be very 
-ndedfubin this Reſpect. For. what harm can the Matrimony: of the Prieſts 
qdoiſto the Cathohelc Chureh a eſpiechally i the Faſtors, a chem! ithat 
; al is probablep that tliere will-be a Want of Prieſts and-Mimfters, 
whiins:mgopous:Gommand:thould)indure any dbngera no! any t 
hoh whereas mow; the Matrimony of the! Prieſt” is foundetl!.on the 
 Commiand,and Word. of Ao; and: that! Hiſtory proves, that che Prieſts 
have boen marsied, and the Fromiſe ot Cantinence-hath cauſed fg 


abatnitable indandriſtian Scafidals;ddultery,uheardiandidetefbableUn- 


_ hakteiveh, e Rn e ns hal 28 even: by the Lunch and 
LCoanttzun at. Nome bath beenvail/ned) and moſt lamentably reported; 

that, y ſuch ſhoelting and deteſtabie. Vices, che Angęnof God muſt 
desde be ptowoked./ir;he ib vonteqhevtiy to be — — 


Marriage is not only forbidden but ſome underroo alſo cd puniſh a 
a heavy time: It is unten, that the Mautritom̃al Statt tis very mach 
recomibendediinitha Impierial Laws andiin-a Empives whereverolcaws 


have hen cſtabliſhod zept n oyroPÞiines,! it has begun tent 


People innb ceny; (only for Merriage Sake) And more aſpetially the 


Daa. who ought to be indulged before others. And this is not "only 
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keep G de, nor can, (16-18 heiter 0 warty, than to fall bydbhrir Luſts 


eee, 


— 


1 58 1 


comwiſtteagxinſt the Lay of G6djcbut 410 a niet Paul, | 
1 Tim. ive calls the D forbiclcling Marriage, a Dastrine df the 
Devils. Even Chaſt him! Kuh Fb vm. The) Devil is: u Awrderer 
frem i be Btęinning iv hieh agtecs very: well, that to forbichto marry» 
a Doctrine of che Devils more eſpetially, if at is. maintitied wich 
Mioedched. But, ſineg ono human Law can aboliſh # tx Coremand«&f. 
Goda even ſo can no, Promiſe or Vow:alter the Mord af God : And: fer 
this Reaſon, (yprienss gives this Council, That the Women! not having 
the Gift of Continenee; may marxy-: Epiſtle To fayingy Ifi they wont 


into the Fire 3, ang tnt they ſhould be careful, x6: give no Scandal to the 
Brethren: or Siſtersg And: for all this, we! obſerve in all the Canons, a. 
great [ndulgence and Condeſcenſiop, towards them thati have: done. a Voꝰw] 
uethei Y 03h; in[which Ages the: E tieſts and the-Monks IE: 
wal Fan by ror, ing ſuch fe OE gr bin ic ins 
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Spas 380 Ps, / the, Maſe be ln rg}200 

45 We. are ET Cauſe, that we have-abrogated. the-Mafs 33 
Ne manifeſt, that (Without  praiing;: ourſelyes) it is / kept hy us,, 
gene greater Devotigg WEE Earpeſtaeſs, than by our Antagoniſts: We - 


the People, with the greateſt De ligence, very often, abont 
holy 9 to what Purpoſe i it is inſtituted, and how to uſe it.; 


eres to comfort the terrified; Conſciences there withi whereby the Peo- 


ple are allured ta the Sacraments and che Mais. In the mean Time, r 
ruction of the Hetorodoꝝ Doctrine againſt; the Sacrament. 


give 
| M Aan A. no,notable Alteration, in the publek; Geremonies of the - 


except that, in ſome Places, Hi Germ: 8 
uſed to ThE OED edify the People, tp nh | AD: os the - 
LatinHymns; ſince all. 2 ſhould, aim this — ally: that 
G Way: Know hat . dei by tem of the weren f 
But, ſi fince, the Nats hank been abuſed!.; in man 1 Ways; av-It 39: — 
that a yearly Market hath been made, thereof, bang ſoldiand bought, 
and for the moſt Peſts was kept. in all Churches for the Sake of Maney. 
the Abule hath been reproyed Nr aften before _— Ties; by many 
learned and pj pious. cn... MW Ti +4 2:1 MHC YE H (ii 
be | Ss now the. Preachers. 8 Us — upon its and 
e Prieſts are exhorted, with theſe 4ergifying, Threatnings, which cer- 
tainly "Doyld moye every Chriſtian, that, zvho/oever: uſes i be Sacrument 
untvortbily, is guilty of the Fleſt. — Blaad of Cbriſt: Thereupon are ſuch 
Market aß, and Corner, (conyentical Maſs, which till now.. by Vior 
lence, for Money, and the Prebend's Sake, have been introduced) re- 


. jected 1 in our Churches. Wy: 


1 36.1 


Whercby is alſo reproved this moſt hocking Error, Hil CHAN Gt 
Jveonly-faificd by. his: Death forithe! original *Sin-z/ ahd-thar the: Maſs 
i inſtituted for an Oblation for tie Living and Dend, thereby to take 
away che Sin, and to reconcile God: And this cauſed the Qveſ- 
tion, Whether a Maſs kept for many, did merit ſd much as that K 
en one in particular ? And this was the Offspring of ſo many un- 
le Multitudes of Maſs, that every one thought to get by ſuch a 
orfhi all they wanted 3 and 4 — Occaſion, Dane r 
and true Wiorſhip. be forgotten by R. 


doubt, to know how the Sacrament ſhould be uſed right 
i, That there is no other Oblation for the original al Gin," as Wet 
wnhers,: than the Death of Chriſt only, which is proved by che Scripture 
Auiſundry Places. For chus it * in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
That Cbriſt did ſandify himſelf once, and bath done by it a Recunciliarion 
for all Sins. It is an unheard of Newnels, to teach in the Churches, that 
Chriſt's Death ſhould he only the Reconciliation for the original Sin, and 
not for all other Sins: Therefore, we preſi . that every one will conceive, 
that ſuch an Error is not rejected without Cauſe. 


- + 2 Setondh,. Punt teaches, That we receive Grace before God e 


and not by Works. But againſt ks, conttadicts the Ab 

if we thinle to receive Grace by it, to remove, or to take away 

receive Grace; and all Good from God, not only for the 0 
alſo for the whole World, for Living and for Dead. 


- Thirdly, The holy Sarrament is 4nſtituted;” not to wdbee! y it'a - 


Bacriſire for Sin, (for the-Oblation is mide already,) but that pur Faith 
im de ercitel und che Copſcience eomtorted, which are admityſth 
by the Sacrament; that Grace and Fofgivneſs of Sim; is offerctl by Chtiſt, 


and promiſed; Therefore /requites- this Serien, Faith, ati is iſe 


1 poſe withour Faith 55 

Hncethe'Mads is bo Sactüment, for Living; and Ned f 
. Sins g bot ic half be à Diſtribution of n be receive 
dy the Prieſt and the People : N Bios ave this Cuſtom amoypft 
wu cthat, on Fraſt. ofielfe wi Here” (if 15 are, 17 8 Fr 
Sacrament of the 1) Ki pven to thoſc, that defire 1 

& — ws tke Maß in its awful” 'Uſe, as it is (a . r 

— Times in the Churches; Which can be ſcen 1 Cor. Xi. As well as 

in the Writings of the Fathers.  Chry/oftom, ſays, that tlie Prieſt chily 


Alſo the old Cunens ſhew, that bne hath 6fficiated, and the oches 
Privfty and Deacons have received the Sacrament. - "Fox obe th 
Words in the Canbne Nice! Th Deatons: ſhall ori e receive 

he Saframienr after the Prieſts, from the B N Pridt . 
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Whereas it now appears, that we havenot undet taken a Newneſs (Ne- 
vitiation) which never might have been in the Church; and whereas in the 
blick Maſs no notable Alteration is made, but the other unneedful 
Maſſes are fallen away, which by an Abuſe with the . parochce Maſs 
crept in: We. preſume, that by no Right, this Way of officiating the 
Maſs can be declared heretical or unchriſtian, and condemned. For 
even in great Churches in former Times, where abundance of People 
was, there hath not been kept daily Maſs : Alſo on thoſe Days, when 
the Congregations met, as Hiſtoria Tripartita ſhews, Lib. g. that in 
Alexandria on Wedneſday and Friday, the Scripture hath been read, and 
explained, and the whole Worſhip officiated without Maſs. 8 
ARTICLE XXV. 
N Of the Confeſſion, and Abſolution. e 
The Confeſſion is not abrogated by our Preachers; for we hold this 
Cuſtom, to give the Sacrament to none who hath not duly confeſſed, 
and before he is abſolved. VFC 
In the mean Time is the People induſtriouſly inſtructed how com- 
fortable the Word of Abſolution is, and how reverently it ought to be 
regarded: Fot it is not the Voice or Word of Men, but the Word of - 
God, that abſolves and pardons the Sins, ſinee it is ſpoken inſtead of 
God, according to his Word. We incultate and teach with the greateſt 
Induſtry, to ſhew, how needful and comfortable this Power of the Kees 
is for the terrified Conſciences. And alſo we teach, how God requireth to 
believe the Abſolution, none leſs, as if we did hear the Voice from 
"Heaven, and to be comforted thereby, knowing that by ſuch Faith we 
receive the Remiſſion of Sins, - In former Times the Preachers did not 
mention one ſingle Word of theſe Points: but made it their Buſineſs to 
terrify* the Conſciences with a long Account of Sins, with Satisfactions, 
with Abſtinence, with Pilgrimage and Proceſſions, Sr. And many of 
our Antagoniſts own themſelves, that many amongſt us did write more 
Orthodox of the true Chriſtian Repentance, than it had been done long 
before. For we teach of the Confeſſion thus: That none ſhould. be 
forced to tell the Sins by their Names: For ſuch. a Thing is impoſſible, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſays, Who knows how often he ſins. Jeremiah (aid, Who 
can ſearch it. The miſerable human Nature is penetrated by fin ſo deep, 
that we can't ſee or know them all. And it would be of a very {| 
Benefit to us, if we only ſhould be abſolved of them Sins, we know. 
It is therefore unneceſſary, to inſiſt upon telling all Sins by their Names. 
And this hath been the Cuſtom of the Fathers, ſince we read Diſtinct. 1. 
Poenitentia, where the Words of Chry/oftom are alledged, ſaying, I 
-don't pretend that you ſhould proſtitute yourſelves publickly, or to 
accuſe and give yourſelves publickly up guilty to others.; but obey the 
+ 7 * ; C Prophet, 


{ E7: 

ophet, ſaying, Confeſs unto the Lord thy Ways. Therefore confeſs 
1555 Sins —_—_ God 3 udge, in your Prayers, and dont ſay your 
ins with your Tongue, but in your Conſcience.“ Here jt is evident; 
that Cbryſeſtom doth not require or foree to tell the Sins Names. In the 
fame Way teaches the Gh in Decretis de Poenitentin Diſtin#, 3. 
© That the, Confeſſion is not expreſly commanded in the Word, but 
inſtituted by the Church = Notwithſtanding our Mninſters of the Goſpel 
teach and inſtruct diligently, that the Confeſſion, for Abſolutions fake, 
which is the moſt chief and principal in the, Confeſſion, in order to com- 
fort the burthened Conſciences, and for other Reaſons, is to be preſerved 
ARTICLE: XXVL 
' Of the Difference of Meat. | | 

In. former Times, they have preached and written, that the Dif- 
ference of Victuals, and ſuch-like Traditions, ordained by. Men, ſerve to 
obtain Mercy, to merit Grace, and to make Satisfaction for their Sins 
Upon this Foundation, have they: daily invented new Faſt Days, new 
Ceremonies, and new Orders; and preſs*d ſtrong and hard _ theſe 
Inventions, as if they were meritorious before God, to obtain Grace, if 
they obſerve them; but the Tranſgreffors would commit great Sins, if 
= e them, which was the Offspring of great Errors in the 

uren. IF: | N 
Firſt, Through. theſe Inventions are the Grace by Chriſt, and the 
Doctrine by Faith, darkened, which the holy Goſpel, with great Sincerity 
Preaches, and ſtrongly preſſes, that the Sufferings and Merits of Chrift 
only, ſhould be eſteemed by us, high. and precious, that to believe in 
Chriſt, ſhould far exceed all Works and human Inventions : Therefore, 
has St. Paul wrote with great Warmth, againſt the Laws and Inſtitu- 
tions of Men; and taught that we, through Works, could not be accep- 
table before God, but only through Faith in Chriſt, that we only receive 
Mercy through Chriſt. This Article of Faith, is quite darkened, and blot- 


\ 


ted out by their Inſtitutions, ſince they taught that we ſhould receive 


Mercy through good Works, by faſting, with Deference to- Meat and 
Clothing, &c. | | "5 
_ Secondly, Such Inſtitutions have darkened the Commandments of the 
Lord, for their Inſtitutions were preferred before the Lord's. This was 
only believed by them to be the Chriſtian Life, to keep the holy Days, 
to pray, to clothe themſelves as they had invented. 

| Therefore, they accounted other neceſſary good Works, for worldly, 
ungodly, or unneceſſary Buſineſs ;' as, what every Body, according to his 
Calkng, was obliged to do; i. e. that a Man ſhould be obliged to work 
for the Maintenance of his Family, and to bring them up in the Fear of 
„ . | God, 
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God; the Procreation and Education of Children; the Government of 
Kings or Magiſtrates, r. Such Commandments of the Lord, they cal - 
led a worldly and imperfe& Work ; but their Traditions and Inſtitutions, 
were boaſted and called by this fine Name, that ſuch only were holy and 
E Works; and therefore, there is no End or Meaſure of new 
| itutions. © 7 (11 oh 5 . a? 
Tbirdiy, Such Inſtitutions deraſioned great burthening in the Conſci- 
ence ; for, it was impoſſible to keep theſe Inſtitutions, ſince the People 
were kept in that Opinion, that theſe Inſtitutions were accounted needful to 
. worſhip God. Ger ſon writes, that many are fallen in Deſperation, and 
have killed themſelves, ſince they were not inſtructed in the Grace 
Ra Chriſt. For, we ſee by the Sommiſts and Divines, how they 
brought the Conſcience in Confuſion, who had undertaken to throw 
their Inſtitutions together, in one Uniform, to help Conſciences, did find 
ſo. much Work therewith, that thereby all the needful and wholſome 
Chriſtian Doctrine of more Weight; as of Faith, of Comfort in 'Temp- 
tations, and ſuch like, were quite forgot and neglected. Wherefore 
many. true Chriſtians, Da imes, complained, that their Inſtitutions 
made great Contentions in the Church, and that the pious People, were 
thereby hindered of coming to the true Knowledge of Chriſt, _ Ger/ap, 
and others, have greatly complained of it. Auguſtin diſlik' d, that the 
Conſciences were ſo tortured by their Inſtitutions; . and gives theſe Inſtruc- 
tions, Not to keep them as needful to Salvation. Therefore, our Divines 
147 been obliged, not out of Inſolence, or to deſpiſe the ſpiritual Power; 


but have been in Conſcience, bound to ftake no Notice of the above- 
mentioned Errors, which are derived from their Inſtitutions, to teac 
againſt their Traditions: For the Goſpel requires, that we ſnould prea 
the Faith in Chriſt, in the Church, which can have no Effect, if we are 
inſtructed to receive Grace by our own. invented Inſtitutions, or g 
Works; therefore do we teach, that we do hot receive Grace by our 
own invented Inſtitutions, or good Works, to reconcile the Lord, or ſatis- 
fy for our Tranſgreſſions and Sins; wherefore theſe good Works ſhall 
not be look d on, as if we ſerve God with them, This we prove by 
the Scripture, Mat. xv. Chriſt defends. his Diſciples, when they had 
tranſgreſſed againſt their Inſtructions: But in vain they do Wor [Dip me, 
teaching for Doctrines the Commandments of Men. Since aur Saviour calls 
this a vain Worſhip, then it is not needful, but needleſs, And directly 
after this he ſaith,, Not that wwbich goetbh into the Mouth defiletb a Man, 
but that which cometh out of the Mouth, this defileth a Man, . Likewiſe 
ſaith. St. Paul, Rem. xiv. For, the * of God _ is not Meat 4 
Drink And in Col. it. Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in 
Drink, or in Reſpe# of holy Days, &c. And in the AA,, ſays St. Peter, 
Chap. xv. Now, therefore, why tempt 25 God, to put a Yoke upon the 
Neck of the Diſciples, which neither our Fathers, nor we were able to m"_ 


* 
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but we believe, through the Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, we ſhall be 
ſaved. Here, prohibits the Apoſtle Peter, that we ſhould not lay any 
Yoke upon the Conſciences with outward Ceremonies, be it of Moſet, or 
any others. And, 1 Tim. Chap. iv. Such Inſtitutions are called a Doc- 
trine from the Devil, to forbid to marry, and commanding to abſtain from 
Meat : For this is againſt the Goſpel. or Doctrine of Chriſt, to make 
ſuch Inſtitutions, or to oblige People to them; as if they could receive 
Remiſſion of Sins through them, and as if no body could be a Chriftian 
without keeping them. But they reflect upon us, as if we prohibited 
the Correction and Diſcipline, as Fovinianas did but they will find the 
contrary in our Writing; for they always thought of the Croſſes which 


Chriſtians are obliged to bear; and this is the only Chaſtiſement which 


Chriſtians are bound to bear, and not ſelf-invented Chaſtiſements. There- 


fore, we teach likewiſe, that every one is obliged to crucify his Body, with 


faſting, and other bodily Exerciſes, that he gives no Offence, or Occa- 
Non to, ſin; not that we, through ſuch Works, merit Mercy. Fhis 
bodily Exerciſe ſhould not only be practiſed upon certain Days, but con- 
ſtantly ; as Chriſt ſpeaks, to take heed, leſt our Hearts be overcharged 
with Wantonneſs and Drunkenneſs; and that the Devil is not to be caſt 
bur,” but by Faſting and Prayers; and St. Paul ſays, He chaſtiſed his 
Body td bring it to Obedience: Whereby he directs, that he chaſtiſed his 
Body, not to receive Grace thereby, but to keep the Body in Order, that 
he may be able to do what he is obliged to do, in his Buſineſs or Calling, 
therefore faſting is not prohibited; but not to make certain Days of 
Faſting from Meats, thereby to receive Mercy by it, for a Yoke of the 
Conſcience. Likewiſe do we keep many Ceremonies and Inſtitutions; as 
Prayers, Songs, and Feafts, Fc. which ſerve to keep Orders in the 
Church: But our People are taught and inſtructed, that ſuch outward 
Service deſerves not any Grace before, God, and that they without 
charging the Conſcience; ſo that if any one neglects them without Of- 
Fence, he don't thereby fin againſt his Conſcience. This Liberty in out- 
ward Ceremonies, have the Forefathers likewiſe kept: For, in the Eaſ- 
tern Countries, they had not kept the Paſſover at the ſame Day or Time 
when they kept it at Rome; and when ſome People would take this, as 
if it was a Diſſenſion or Schiſm in the Church; they are admoniſhed by 
others, that it was not needful in ſuch Cuſtoms to keep them. And Jræ- 
aus Tays, that ſuch Inequality, in Ceremonies or Faſting,” don't break 
the Inequality in Faith: Likewiſe, Diſtintꝭ 12, of ſuch Inequalities in 
human Inſtitutions, is wrote, that it is not againſt the Unity in chriſten- 
dom. And Fripartita Hiſt. Lib. 9, draws together ſeveral unequal 
Church Conſtitutions and Cuſtoms, making a needſul Chriſtianlike Ob- 
ſervation on it. The Apoſtle's Meaning has not been, to make Faſt- 
Days, or other Inſtitutions, but to preach Faith and Love. 
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Hui Green ..Of the Cloyfter Vows... nus: 
Fo ſpeak of the Cloiſter Vows, it will be neceſſary, Bib, b ow 5 
| have! been matiag'd this Time; what Sort of Oeconomy was kept in the 
Cloiſters ; and that therein daily; much Sins have been committed, not only 
againſt the Word of God, but likewiſe againſt the papiſtical Laws. For, 
in St. Auguſtin s' Time, the Stations in the Cloiſter were free; but after 
that, the true Modeſty and Doctrine decayed. 'They have invented 
Cloiſter?Vows,; and therewith, as with a well contriv'd Priſon, to erect 
the decaying Modeſty; Moreover, they have made daily, by the Cloi- 
ſter Vows, mote Inſtitutions > And with ſuch Lokes and: Bondage, a 
great many were bound and charged, before they arriv'd to the Years of 
Diſcretion. There are like wiſe many Perſons;- out of Ignorance; gone in- 
to the Cloiſter; ; for, altho? they were not too young, yet ſtill, they were 
not able to ſearch into their own Abilities and Strength. All theſe bound 
and brought under Toke, were obliged to remain under this Voke; tho 
the Pope's Laws has ſet many of them free: And it is more inſiſted upon 
in the Women's Cloiſter than in Men 8, where it ought to have been 
more indulgent in the Women's than in the Men's Cloiſter; for the 
Women are called the weaker Veſſel. Theſe Hardſhips à great many 
pious People have diſlik'd ; for they found, that the Boys and Girls, for 
their Maintenence, were only brought into the Cloiſter : They likewiſe 
ſaw, what bad Erids, what Gffence and Scandal, and what Heavineſs in 
the Conſcience it occaſioned. And a great many People have complain' d, 
that —5 in this hard Caſe, did not follow the Canons of the Church. 
They: likewiſe have had ſuch Opinion; of the Cloiſter Vows, which as it 
is well known, many Monks have diſlik'd, who had a little Inſight and 
Wit. For, they did teach, that the Cloiſter Vows was like the Baptiſm; 
And that, by living in the Cloiſter, a Body might receive Forgivneſs of 
Sins, and be juſtified thereby before the Lord. Lea, they added that, by 
Ring in a Cloiſter, they did deſerve and obtain not only the Juſtification 
and Piety, but likewiſe kept, and fulfilled the Commandments and Ordi- 
nations, which are contained in the Goſpel, and preferred the Cloiſter 
Vows unto the Baptiſm. Likewiſe, that we deferved more by living 
within a Cloiſter, than with all other Inſtitutions which are ordained by 
the Lord; as, by being a Miniſter and Teacher, a Magiſtrate, or a Duke 
and Lord; all ſuch, ordained in the Goſpel, by the Lord in their Call, 
are done — ſelf-witted ſpiritual Service. All which cannot be 
denied, for we find the + ſame in their Books; and above all, whoſs- 
ever is confined in the Cloiſters, learns but very little of :Chaſ:;.--..; 
In former Times, there were erected Schools, wherein the Scripture 
and other Arts have been taught, which were ſerviceable to the Chriſtian 
Church, in theCir loiſters ; ſo that they. took Teachers and I ms 


5 1 3 
ek them. But at preſent, it is quite otherways; fot, in former Times, 
they did meet in the Cloiſters, for this Reaſon, that they were inſtructed 
in the Scriptures. At preſent, they ſay and teach, that, by living in a 
Cloiſter, they may merit the Grace of God, and live upright therein 
before God: Yea, it is a State of Perſection, and prefer it above all the 
Commands made by God. This is therefore mentioned, (without the 
leaſt Diſreſpect) that every one may ſee and underſtand what, and how 
our Miniſters teach. Firſt, They teach by us, of them wWhiah are going 
to be married; ſo that all which are not able or inclined to live ſingle, 
Have Power and Right to be Jawfully married: Fot the Vos are not 
able to break the Inſtitutions of God. Now, are the Commandments of 
God 3 1 Cor. vi. Le avoid Furnication, let every Man, bave his own 
Miſe, and let every Woman have ber own Huſband. Thereunto obliges 
and forces, not only the Lord's Commands, but kkewiſe God's Creatures 
and Inſtitution, all them, who, without ſpecial Grace, with the Gift of 
Chaſtity, are indowed: As the Lord himſelf ſays, Ger. ii. 18. I is not 


good that the Man ſhould be alone, I will mate him an Help meet for bim. 
here with can they contradict this ?; They may praiſe. their Cloiſter 
Voves as high as they pleaſe, and hold them as great as they will, ſo they 
Cannot force thereout, that the Lord's Commandments are thereby broke. 
The learned Doctors ſay, that the Vows againſt the Pope's Laws, ſtand 
in no Force; much leſs ſhould: this ſtand-in Force againſt the Laws of 
God. The Diſpenſations of the Pope ſhews, and muſt ſhew, that the 
: Obligations to the Cloiſter can be diſanulled; but not the Duties derived 
from the Word of God. For this Reaſon, the Popes have well conſidered, 
that in this Duty, an Equality ought to be uſed, and have often given 
their Diſpenſations; as to the King of Arragon, and ſeveral others. 
Now i they could diſpenſate in Caſes belonging to the Conſervation 
of temporal Things, how much more ſhould they diſpenfate in the Soul's 
Concern. Further, Why do our Antagoniſts ſtand ſo hard upon the 
Performance of Vows,” and do not conſider. firſt, whether they are 
: lawfully done? For a Vow. muſt be in a free Caſe willingly _ not 
forced. But whether an everlaſting Continence or Chaſineſs' lays in the 
Power of Men, is known very well: And thęre are but few of both 
Sers, that have vowed a Cloiſter Vow willingly, and with a due Con- 
ſideration. Befare ever they come to their Years of Diſcretion, they are 
perſuaded to Cloiſter Vows, and often ate they forced to it. Therefore 
At is not lawful to diſpute and argue in ſuch. a. rigorous Manner of the 
Duty of a Vow; ſince eyery one muſt own, that it is againſt che very 
Nature of the Vows: to vow ſome Things unwillingly, without good 
Advice and Prudence. n e 7 a NA 2 
Some Canons and Papiſtical Laws diſanul all Vows done or made 
before the Fifteenth Vear of Age. For they ſuppoſe, that before ſuch 
Age, a Man or Woman uncapable to reſolve how to tranſact all his 
r Another 
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Another Canon indulges human Frailty, forbidding a"Cloiſter Vow 


before the Eighteenth Year. 


By theſe the greateſt Part can take an Excuſe og the Cloiſter; for 
they came toit, for the greateſt Part in their Childhood, Sc. And; finally, 
if the breaking of the Cloiſter's Vow-ſhould reprove, it doth not follow 

that their Matrimony can be divorced; For St. Auguſtin ſays,” 2). g. 


cap. 1. Vuptiarum, that ſuch a Marriage muſt not be diſſolved-. No.] 


the Authority in the Chriſtian Church is great, though ſome aſterwards 
did hold to- the contrary, Hqwbeit, now the Word of God about 
Matrimony: hath diſpenſated and cleared free from the Cloiſter's Vows!:- 
We can ſtill alledge more Arguments, why ſuch Vows are unlawful andi 
irrational, : For all Worſhip found out by Men, without the Commanil. 
of God, is againſt God and his Commands, as Chriſt ſays, Mat. xv. 


In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Defrines the Commandments” G 
f Men. Thus Paul teaches every where, that we muſt not ſerlcqqcighrebuſ- 
neſs by our Works, and worſhip Inventions of Men % but that the 


Righteouſaeſs and Holineſs before God, cometh forth by true Faith in 


Confidence in God; believing that God, will accept and receive us hy lis 


Grace i in Chriſt Jeſus his only Son. | Bee 22 
It is clear and evident, that the Monks have taught and preached, 


that the fictitious Spirituality imagined, did atone before God, merit Brace, 
and Righteouſneſs: This is nothing elſe than to diminiſn che Price an 


Honour of Chriſt's Merits, and to deny the Righteoufneſs of. Faith... 
Hence it follows, that ſuch uſual Vows and W have beeh unlaw- 


ful, and a falſe Worſhip, and are alſo irrational. For the Vow of a wicked: 


Perſon, and done without a Command of God, is void, and irrational; at · 


cording to the Canons, ſetting forth, „hat te Oach, thall not be a Bondage - 
to Sin. Paul ſays to the Galatians v. Chriſt-is become of no effett unto». 


you: Whoſoever of. you are juſtified by the Lato, ye are fallen from Grace: 
Therefore alſo them, deſiring to be juſtified hy their Vows, fall from 
Chriſt, and the Grace of God : For they bereave Chriſt of his Honour, 
juſtify ing alone, and give ſuch Honour to their Cloiſters: Vows. 
It can alſo not be denied, that the Monks have taught and 
that they are juſtified by their Vows; and their living in the Cholet, 
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and that they merit the Forgivneſs of Sins; yea, they pretend fill Things 

of a greater Impudence, ſaying, that they could communicate their 
good Works unto others. If now a Body would undertake to make 
uſe of ſuch Things, and publiſh them to the World, what commical: 


Doctrines would appear, whereof now, even the Monks themſelves are 


aſtramed, and will not be guilty thereof. By all — they would per- 


ſuade the World, that a fictitious Spirituality was a ſpiritual Eſtate, and 


the Eftate of Chriſtian Perfection. Is this not to boaſt of Works in 
Order to be juſtified by them ? It is not a ſmall Scandal in the Chriſtian 
Church to impoſe upon the People \ with fuch a'Worfhip ; teaching, hems 
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dy Worſhip; invented by Men, without: the Gvindiend of God, Men 
Noni be rendered innocent and righteous before God. For the Rightouſe- 
-neis:of Faith, which ought to'be moſt chiefly. worked upon in the Churches, 
is darkned by it, if People is deluded and [blinded in their Eyes with ſuch 
a ſtrange angelical Spirituality of Poverty, Humility, and Chaſtneſs; 
yea the Commands of God, and the true Worſhip. of God is corrupted, 
if common People hears, that only the Monks ſhould live in an Eftate of 
Perfection: For the true Chriſtian Perfection is, that we fear God heartily 
and ſeriduſiy, and in the mean Time have this Confidence and Reliance 
by Faith, that we enjoy a merciful and gracious God for Chriſt's: Sake, 
having the Liberty to pray and to aſk of God, what we wunt, looking 
for Aſſiſtance in our Diſtreſſes, in every Station and Calling: And that 
ve forget not to do outwardly good Works, following our Calling faith- 
Talg This is true Perfection, but not a gray or black Cap, Oc. 

But common People conceives many falſe Opinions by the falſe Glory 
707 the Life in the Cloiſters. For 1 they hear Virginity, praiſed beyond 


8 Meaſure, it follows, that they enter into the matrimonial Eſtate, with a 


troubled Conſcience: For if common People hear, that the beggar 
Monks ſhall be alone perfect, they don't know whether they may poſſeſs 
their Goods lawfully. If they hear that it is only an Advice, not to 
eek; Revenge, they will preſume, they can exerciſe; Revenge without to 
be in Commiſſion. Some imagine, that neither Revenge or r 
8 with the Chriſtendom. | 

We have many Inſtances alſo, that ſome Women and Children have 
FEY their Station, and went into the Cloiſters : And this ſhould: be, as 
they ſay, to | flee from the World, and to ſeek a Way of Life more 
N to r chan the Life of others (lying in ther — 93 
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COR | Of the Power of Biſhops: he 
| YER hath been much Writings in old Times of the Power of the 
Ape many Reſpects: Some have irrationally confounded, (of mixed,) 
the Epiſcopal Power and the Wordly Sword, and by the unhappy 
Confuſions, many great Wars and Rebellions did ariſe, (fpring up.) 
. Whence the Biſhops, under the Pretext of the Power given them by 
. Chriſt, have not only erected a new Sort of Worſhip, and with Reſerva- 
tion of ſome Caſes, they have violently overcharged the Conſciences; 
Tea, they have alſo untertaken to introduct Kings, Princes and Empe- 
rors, and to diſcharge them again: Which impudent Undertaking, hath 
A long ago, reproyed by many learned and Chriſtian People. 
_ © Therefore,/. our Party hath been forced to the. Comfort of the Con- 
ebene, to ſhe w the Diſtinction between the ſpiritual and temporal Power, 
85 between Sword and Authority: And taught, that theſe two 9 
0 an 
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' Adminiſtration of ghe Sacraments. For Pau fiys, The Gapelya theeower 


and Governments: for the Sake of God's Commands, are to be honoured: 


and eee r as two of the enn San 


© New: our People Teaches thus, that. the Power of the Kees/or the 
Biſhops (according to the Goſpel) is the Power and Command of God, 
to — 4 the Goſpel, to pardon or retain the Sins, and to adminiſter the 
Sacraments. For Chriſt did ſend his Apoſtles with this Commiſſion; A 
my Father hath ſent me, ſo have I. ſent you.  Raceive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 
Whoſe ſerver Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; andl-whoſe ſoruer. 
Sins ye retain,” they are retained. The fame Power of the Biſhaps, is 
only exerciſed and practiſed by: the preaching the Word of God, and the 
Admingtration- of the Sacrament, as alſo by laying up the Hands: For 
by ſuch Means are not given bodily, but eternal Things and Gifts; name- 
eternal Righteouſneſs, - the Holy: Ghoſt, and eternal Life. Theſe 
can't be received but by the- preaching the Word of God, and the 


God unte Sabuation,” to every one that believeth. Since now the Po-wer 
of the Church, or the bays; gang Goods (Benefits) and» this 
by the Office of Preaching ord of God, it hinders of incroaches 

not the-political or — Government. For the politicial Government 


ceo entirely other 2 as the Goſpel, whoſe Power doth not 


r prortt "the Soul, butthe Body ap Oo eren 
iolence, by the Sword, or bodily Puniſhment. 
Therefore, the two Governments, the Temporal ad Spiritual, are 
not to he mixed into one another: For the Spiritual hath its 1 
to preach the Goſpel, and to adminiſter the Sacraments; and hath no 
Power to incroach on a ſtrange Office, nor to eſtabliſh Kings, nor to. dif- 
charge them: Nor hath the ſpiritual Government, Powerto geſiſt temporal 
Laws of the Magiſtrates, or to abrogate or break them, hor to make 
Laws unto the temporal Power, as Chriſt himſelf hath ſajd, A Kingdom 
is ne of this Wald. Item. #/ho has ordained me a Fudge between you. 
And, Zpb. iii. Our Conver ſation is in Heaven, 2 Cor. x. For the Wea- 
pont of our Warfare are not carnal, hut migbiy, through God, 10 the pul- 
ling down of firong Holds, caſting down Imaginstions,” and "every. high 
Thing that \exalts itſelf. againſt tbe 1 of God, and bringing. into 
Captivity every Thought, to the Obedience of Cbriſt. 


be And this is the Way our Party (or People) Giftinguiſhes: the two Et 


tates 3 and that they muſt be both honoured as the greateſt Gifts of God 
upon Earth. And it there are ſome Biſhops, having the temporal Go- 
verriment and the Sword, they have it hot as Biſhops, but by human im- 

rial Laws, a Gifts of Emperors and Kings, to the ruling their worldly 
Eſtares „and it doth not belong to the Office of the Goſpel :© Therefore, 
is the E piſcopal Office by rhe divine Laws, conſtituted, to preach: the 
Goſpel, to pardon (or declare) the 8 of Sins, 4 decide, Doc- 
19402 | trines, 


tuinoeg to rejoct een the G ei to 
etchide the wicked Ones, whole Wickedneſs is blickly. wha, to 
from the Chriſtian Congr tion, without any human Power, but only 
by the WZ“rd of God. And in fuch Caſes I the Hearers and Churehes 
ubm, as 'Chyift fays, Lube x. He'that hrartth-you Hare 
ne. Rut f they iſhouldordain or eſtabliſn any Thiag cohtrary to the 
Goſpel; we have the Command of God, not to ſubmit or obey," Mat: 
ee, falſe Prophets. Gal. i. But thong h we, br any Angel from 
any" orber Goſpef unto Jou, "tet. bim be atenr ft. 2 Cor. 
| 11d. — — nothing aguinſt tbe Truth, bit for be TA." rem; 
Chriſt bath procyme:'Prever to mond but uo to deſtroy. lm ile fame Man- 
ner teaches'tht Law of Canonites, 2, 9% NC. Cacerdbper. And Chap 
Oves. — — his Epiſtle againſt Petiliancy, writes,” We ſball not 25 
the" Biſhops, #ho* they are lawfully choſen, if hey err; er if l; reath and 
erdain ay T bing. iuſttbe Ie | 204 byviz91 of uh toon) 
That "now dg preſent Hheoubuhops bave Ripht?'orÞ Power! to alt 
in foie" Cats by the Foree' of the Law," naniclyy Wau Mutyidge or 
Tube. is only by human Laws: But if they Thalildacr in fc Caſes 
wllewfel,-it is the Duty of the. Princes, (they ef des it willingly or un- 
wittingly)46/ procure! or to do Juſtice to: their Subjects, in Urder to 
ptovent Diſoontent and Rebellion. Ti al{6 diſputed and queſtioned, 
whether” the Biſhops have a to. erect Core monies in the Church, 
about the — of Metz Wodt Feaſt Days, abus ehe Diftmition 
in the Orders of the They that aferibe to the Biſhops"theſe- 
Powers; allege for theiv'Proofs the Words of "Chriſt Job wii 12.7 


have yet many Things-- t Jay wats you, but vo der Bens thaw no 
Hues, wha db Spie of Truth is come, be «90! grids "you unto all 
Trad They altedge allo: che Words, Hat, where they have forbidden 
the Blood, and · to frenv the ſtrangled Things, They uſe 


ſor © thei Proof, ec Medanlor' lg the Sabbath! Day, which is Gepe 620 
they imagine) againſt the Ten Commands, and no Inſtance is more uſed 
to prove their Opinion than theſe, deßring to. demonſtrate thereby, chat 
the Power of ehe Church is grrat, ſince ſhe  UiſpenſeduSountig Tem. 
Commands, and: made an Akerativn hem. 

But our party (People) teaches in this Velten thus, dhe the Biſhops 
have no right to eſtabliſh any Thing againſt dhe Geſpel, as it is mentioned 
F and as the canonical Laws ſhews in the whole ninth 


New this is openly againſt the Word and Command” of 
God, to make Ordinances in View to ſatisfy dy-them for gur Sits, and to 


merit Grace For the Glory of Chriſt's Merits is thereby ' offended; or 
F ve by ſuch Ordinances — to therit Grace It ig 
alſo maniteſt, that in theſe Reſpects unſpeakable Ordinatices are intruded, 
and im the mean Time the Doctrine of Faith, and the Righteouſneſeb 

— hath- been ſuppreſſed, und kept under.” Tt is known, that — 


every: 


«a cu .- 


— 


df the Reſervation of the Guile, but of the Church 


Noa 


 eitry: Dey, new Fraſt Days, new Feaſt, Comnſands, new Cœambties, 


new: Adorations of the Saints have been, inſtituted, in ordor: to motit by 
ſuch works Grace, ahd all good Things from God. Item, Them that 
eſtabliſn Þgman Ordtnaners, act by - 45againſt the Command; bf. God, 
making more Sins itrthe Commands about Meat-Days and ſuch like, c. 
—.— Chriſtendom with the Bondage of the Laws, even ab if theft 
was or ſuould be amongſt che Chriſtans ſuch a Worſhip, be the Lei- 
tical CEconomy; which God ſhould have — unto the 
and the Prophets, to eſtabliſh/ſuch Things, ſome write thereof. We 
have good / Reaſon to believe; that ſome Biſhops have been ſeduced by 
the Law of Moſcs, whieh was the Offspring of ſo many unſpeakable 
Orditances, that it was a mortal Sin, if a Body was a Working with his 
Hands upon à Feaſt Day, (eſpecially when it was done without Deſign to 
give a Scandal to others.) A mortal Sin it was, if a Body neglect the deven 
Times, (of reading and praying) that ſome Meat ſhould ſpoil the Con · 
ſcience 3 that ſeaſting ſhould be a Work: of meriting Graco or ratoncile 
God: that the Sin in a reſerved Caſe was nad ng extept the Re. 
ſerver ol the Thing is ſpoken firſt, tho” the — þ Laws dont ſpeak 
Diſcipline, Cor Funiſ H- 
32 And from whence have the. Biſnops Power and Righe t dtrude 
ch Ordinances unto Chriſtendom, or to intangle the Conſcienet ; fur 
Hater in the Ads, forbids, 40 put u Tode upon the Neck vie Diſenftles. 
And Paul ſays to the Corintbians,' that unto bim was given the Noe A5 
mend, but not to deſtroy: Why do they then multiply Sins by-fugheInftts 
tutions 3 for we have plain Scripture Proofs,” wherein it is fof binden to 
erect ſuch Ordinances in. View to. merit Grace, or as if they wete nerdiul 
to Salvation. Col. h. Lot no Man: therefore: judge you: im τ¹ ere in 
— F | an-Holy-Day, ur of ib nem Moon, er ubs Sablurb Des: 


I bich are a Shadow of Things to comr, but tbr Body is brit. M bert. 


fare if ye be dead with Chrift from tbe Rudimends of abe Mord; art yet 
ſubjrꝭ to the Ordinances ? Touch not, taſte not; which all are 1d pariſh 
with the: Hing, after the Command ments and Dodrines f Men: Which 
Things bude indeed à ſhow ef Wiſdom.  Ttem;: Paw! forbids 
1 Tim. 1. Not to giv) bed to Fables nes Dar Men, which Baues 
from the Truth. Km 154089) 24 to n $1 EMH 4 
And thus Chriſt kimfelf ſoaks: againſt — * drive Men — 
Doctrines. Bet abem alone, they are blind; and blind Teachers; and refs 

ing their Worſhip, ſaying, Every Plant — my heavenly Father 


bath not planted,” Hall be rootid ap. 37 Ct 150 2 ei Y * 


Af now the Biſhops have Power to burchontthe Cliurch withrui 

Ordinances, and to intangle the Conſciences : Why is it then fo ofteri 
forbidden in the holy Records for Men to make Inſtnutions, and to hear 
them? Why is it called a Doctrine of the Devils Hatithen the _— 
Sheet aebi: ib in vag G #1. NA 11 5 9% n . 40 A 
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eo reconcile God therewith, and to merit Grace, and are contrary to the 
Goſpel j fit deth not become the yin my nab Sree Means to intrude ſuch 
Things by Force and Power: For the of the Chriſtian Liberty 
muſt be preſerved in the Chriſtianity, namely, that the Servantſhip (or 
Servitude) of the Law, is not neceſſary to the Juſtification, w Paul 
ſpealts Gul. v. Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty wherewith/Chrift — 
made us free, au br not intangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. 
the moſt chief Artiele of the Goſpel mult be preferred before any, vid 
that we receive Grace by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus withour our Merits 0 
nor to merit it by a Worſhip inftituted by Men. 
What ſhall we think or ay then of che Sunday, or ſuch like Chürch 
Ordiciahtes As for this, our Party (or People) anſwer thus, That the 
Biſhop: or Paſtors may appoint Ordinances to hinder alt Diſorders, but 
not ia View to receive the Grace of God thereby, or to ſatisfy for our 
Sins therewith, nor to bind the Conſciences, or to hold all ſuch Things 
for a heedful Worſhip of God, even as if they; who break them without 
4 Scandal, ſhould commit Sins, Thus ordained Paul to the Corinthians, 
That the Women in the Church ſhould cover their Heads: Alſo, thut 
the Minifters ſhould not ſpeak all r ono in dhe Church, wat vy 


Buch Ordinances ougbt a Chriſtian! Church en 3 to 8 
| Peace und Unity, and to obey the Biſnops and Paſtots in this pd 
that one doth not offend the other, leaſt in the Churches ſome Diſorder, 
or Confuſion might ariſe: But ſo, that the Conſeiences don't get burthened 
As if ſuch Things were needful to Salvation, er as if they, that breale 
them Ordinances, without to offend any Body, did a Sin ; ſince no Body 
ſays, that a Woman, going to the Church with an W erryr Head, 8 80 
offends no Bedy by it, commits a Siiniti ] 
Thus likewiſe is the Ordinance of ie le Days 41 the Eaſter 
Feaſts Days, of the Pinxter Feaſts, and fuch like Feaſt Days, and Cuſ- 
toms. But thoſe who think that the Ordinance of the Lord's is needfully 
for the Sabbath Day, they err greatly : For the holy Scripture 
has abrogated the Sabbath, and learns, 12 all the Ceremonies of the old 
Law, according to the Revelation of the Goſpel, muſt be let alone g 
and yet while it has been needful to appoint a certam Day, that the 
People might know when. they muſt meet together, thus the. Catholicle 
Church has appointed for it the Lord's Day. And to this Alteration 
they have been ſo much the more inclin'd, to give à Patron of! the 
Chriſtian Eiberty, 10. let that neicher the keeping oß the Sabbath 
Day, ur of any other Day is needful, 1 0 
There are many uſeleſs D — concerning the Akenition of the Law; 
| eoncerning th&:Ceremonies of the New Teſtament, and coreerning the 
— of the Sabbath; all which have proceeded: out of a kalle and 
1510 erroneous 
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erroneous Meaning, as if we muſt have ſuch a Religion in the Chriſten- 
dom, which was like unto the Levirif or Fewiſh Religion, and as if Jeſus 
ſhould have commanded the Apoftles and Biſhops to invent new Cere- , 
monies, which were neceſſary to Salvation The ſame Errors have c: 

in the Chriſtendom, iner we have not leurnt and preach'd che Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Faith pure and ſound. Some diſpute likewiſe concerning 
the Lord's Day, that we muſt keep” it, although not out of a divine 


Right, and put Reſtrictions how far we may labour upon ſolemn Feaſt 
Days. But what are ſuch Diſputes otherwiſe, than Snares of the Con - 


ſciences 7 For although they themſelves undertake to wot: himan 
Inſtitutions, yet we can t get no Mitiga ation * — p, as long as 


chat meaning ſtays and remains, thät they be neceſſary. Now 


the ſame Meaning muſt remain, I we — no | Knowledgeof the Righte- 


ouſneſs of the Faith, and of the Chriſtian Liberty. The Apoſtles have 
eommanded that we muſt keep ourſelves from Things ſtrangled, and from 
Blood.: But who k now A And yet they do no Sin, who don't keep 


it; for likewiſe the Apoſtles themſelves would not burthen their Conſciences 


with ſuch a Servitude, but have upon the 'Account of giving Offence, 


forbid it for a long Time: For we maſt have regard always in this Inſti- 
tution, to the chief Chriſtian Doctrbe, that-the- ſame: 


may * be overs: 
r 1 ST 200! 
almoſt no ola'Cahohs;" accordingly to their alen and 
away greatly in their Inſtitation, even by thoſe, who! 


th 9 07 
— inſdeudons moſt dili ently; Fhere- we cannot adviſe rior help- t the 


Conſciences, if this Mitigation is _ kept, that we may know that ſuch 
Inſtitutions are likewiſe to be kept, at keep it for that, that they are 
neceflary, that it may'likewiſe” not 140 burthenſome to· the Conſtienees, 


if fo be fuekInftitarions' may h to fall? But ĩt would be eaſily: to 


bear Obedience to che Biſhops, | did not force ( inſiſt) upon it, ta 
keep ſuch: Inſtitutions”' which ny not be kepe without Sim But how | 


they do one Thing, and ſorbid the double Form of the holy Sacraments. 
Item. They forbid Marriage to the Prieſt, and accept vo Body before 


mat he firſt has taken al Oath,” chat he will hot preach preach this'Do&tine, 
which without Doubt is eonformable-unto the holy Goſ oſpel. L 
The Members of our Church, do not pretend, that the Biſhops/Moull _ 
make Peace and Unity againſt their Honour and Dignitys for to hurt 

their Honour and Dignity) although it was becoming in a 5 Caſe'of Neceſſity 
to do fuch Things; but their only Deſire is, to quit ſome irrationable 
Burthens, which in former Times never have been received in the Church, 
againſt the Cuſtom of the Catholick Church, which perha in che 
Beginning hath had ſome Reaſons for it, but they won't ſuit our Times, 


as being not conſiſtent with it, 


And it cannot be denied by no Means, that ſome Ceremonies have 
been introduced without Reaſon; therefore the Biſhops ought to be ſo- 
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Kind, to diſpenſate, prmririgate ſuch Ceremonies, ſince ſack an Akeraton 
Fogld not ba an Impeqiment to entertain Peace and Unity in the Chriſtian 
Chhch for many Inſtitutions 3 tell by the Progreſs 
of, Tine Þy- and am not necatlary, as the Papiſtical Canons 
witneſs themſelxes. as ot een to prevail upon them to quit 
d mitigate ſame Ordinance, which without Sin cannot be kept, we arc 
mn. r 


Iban Man. | 
-:0 The, Apoſtles forbids the Biſhops. 1er Force. gr Benin, which 
Proves- 9 that they have no Power to neceſſitate C hurchez to what 
they But now our Intention is not to diminiſh-or to tale away 
e ee ee but: Our Meaning and Defire is not to force 
Qanſciences to ſin: But if they will not conſent to that, and econtemn 
his our Petition; they may ſee how they will anſwer God for it. ſince by 
Figarous Proceedings. they, will give ten Oetaea to mee — 
Selin. re they qught to prevent. by, all Aer ti 
£92391: 69 07 Concluſen q theſe ANAT ICI. 8. 5 Sli lik 
"the chief Articles, wWhersef we thought, ya — 
ue ns an For, though we might bere alledge many 
_ _-Abyuſes and Diſorders, we have given only an Account of the moſt 
notorious to eſcape Prolixity ; and of them ] left out. maybe given 
the ſame: Judgment n For in former Times, there! hath been u great 


a 


5 Comphint abqut ar againſt; the Baniſnmen it. 


„Alle the; Prieſts have had an endleſs Quatrel with the Manis about 
the Conſeſſion and. Abſolution, Burial, funeral Sermons, and unſpeakably 
more; And ſuch we paſs With a good View eo preſerve their Honour, 
Si in Order to ſet the chief Articles into a clearer Light, that any one 
may Judge theteof the better. No Body muſt thin, that any Thing 

Q al e — eg to-diſhonour any Body: but the needful 
oints ged to ſhew-the cleaver, that by us is nothing 
received in Doane on deremonies oohtfacy to the HolyiSeripture, or 
Katbolick Church. - For it-is clear and evilent, that we by the Grace of 
God, have. done our otmoct Endes gr, That no: now ar erronecus 
Doctrine might; creep in or prevail. Theſs above mentioned Articles are 
delivered, according, to, the: Proglarations1:0ſhew our Confeſſioriiand 
Anicles of Faith, And it there might be ſome wanting the Kogwledge 
thereof, wo off opr Sovvies ta ive @ Iaſtructian, acccording to 
hen Word ot God. 3 5 o ; egi T dau Oh 00 
10 3 * 24 22tfT 1201 u ' daiba datt wall 

of N. E. It. way — ah; Blafion and Prineas/):(c. mentioned 
in che Beginving. NA zd 101 ente 2mot bad HDA grinnigeht 
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Kind Reader, 02 0 Let 


dreamed. weed tit be had. a'Pen reaching. to Rome, 10 N 
Pope's Miter, wherews!b: ber gbrowed of \bis Miter-; I nere 
Cunfiſſium delivered by the Lutheran Princes. at Auſbourg to. ”= 
Emperor CHARLES V. Every Reader being acquainted with" . 


—_— before the Nrn. and the 2 ee, falowing 


ore wu muſt acknowledge, that the tyrannical Slavery of Pop 8 
bath alling till nom. Kind Reader, I have nothing % * 
bere, but. to, befeech, g 70 correct . Faults committed in Woe Lo oe 


tranſlating and, printing, "which. eſcaped: my Sight, atcording 1 
Love and Truth;. Readers thut will 2 Fault, wil chen find 
Fault in: the holy Word of God, and fir ſucb, I bevò u Advice. 
The private Opinions f tbe Autbur f the Sermons, 1 6a 772 
Reuder vi * ” * boly OY ah Fa 9 | 


ificks of Faith... 
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paſs, 
Page 18,” . 37, for ſeeking, read, ſeeing 
_ the Author, Page ,36, Line 31, 


7 8 in its Eſſence; add 
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Page 37, „ Line ., Inſtead of 


- can thew 1 his Proſencs, 
is Face. Page 26, * 
27, to eleanſe the Good, may —＋ to the private Opinions of 

or Michgel, ; Feed, Micha. ys 29, 
Eine 24, for to ſent, read, hae Tn e. - 3d, Lane 12, 
m the Eſſence 
che Son and the hely Ghoſt. Z 5; by thie Words, 


E but alone in Regard, leave. alone out. Page 35 Ride 22, 'by the Word 
ha, Thr » leave out . Page 53, Line 26, for the God, read, to 


Page 53, Line 33, by the Word unalterable, add, Good. Page 
2, for pardon OG „ regard che Noly. Page 's 


Vacure, Page 146, 1e 17, 
+. 6, 2 opleath 
95 vng, 
ined a, Euleſs. Page 145, N 
r ent To 17, for Good, read, God, 
abation. Page 156, Line 
8 Page oye 383 

tee Per whic became one, WL >, 
2 N 161, Line 41, 1 read, Ute. Page 166, 


ee the on CONE, Page ** 
Ane 17, for circumciſed, read, crucified, 55 Line 3 


Word out, add, in this World, in dhe A of uftification, 
40 That the Pages are wr, 5 from Page 210. 


Errata | in the AVSBOURGH Gn xo pk 
Page 2, Line” 13, read Mok? Page 2, Line 30, for another 


Saesk, read, and other Sects. Page 5, Line 9, read after the Word God (: 
S401 inſtead of 


J. Page 7, Line a, for ſtengthening, read, 

Page 8, paar, for imp read, implanted. Page 57 ine 28, 
n, — Line, by the Word Car- 
e mm out. Page 17, Line 
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